1

ROSE Luke 3:21-22, 4:1-15 Rev. Brian North
HILL The Mission of the Messiah in Luke September 7, 2025
CHURCH “Identity Matters”

Today we are starting a new series of messages that will focus on Jesus’
mission in his public ministry, and what that means for us as we follow Jesus
here in the 215 Century. All eight of the messages will come out of the
Gospel According to Luke, so it also serves as sort of a “survey” of Luke’s
biography of Jesus. So, although the series is very much focused on shaping
us as disciples, it will also be a great series for someone who is not very
familiar with Jesus and wants to explore and find out more over the course of
a couple months, as we focus on Jesus’ mission.

Let’s dive into today’s message. As you have probably noticed in the last
number of years, there has been a growing and ongoing national conversation
around the topic of “identity.” Our identity drives who we are. And the fact
is, we have any number of identities. For instance, some of my identities are:
son, husband (for 28 years as of yesterday), father, pastor, Husky, musician,
athlete, and patient. “Patient” meaning: patient of various medical doctors,
often due to my identity as an athlete. &' I actually sprained my ankle 12
days ago in a men’s softball game (it’s a “midlife crisis” softball team), and
so | had the pleasure of identifying as a patient the next morning when I went
to an urgent care clinic.

Careers, relationships, hobbies, activities, organizations we participate in, our
politics...these are the kinds of things that are connected to our different
identities. All these identities leave us with some questions: who am 1,
really? What am I about? What’s my purpose in life? Which of my identities
really matter and make a difference? What happens when an identity is tested
or taken away? And in today’s two passages we see this question of identity
front and center for Jesus, as his identity is revealed and then it is tested and
lived out. So, let’s turn to Luke 3:21-22 to start with, and then we’ll get into
Luke 4 in a few minutes.

So: Right here in Luke 3:22 we see Jesus’ identity being revealed, “You
are my beloved Son...” Now, a number of questions may arise, such as:
Was this audible? Did everyone hear this? And so forth. There’s no debate,



however, as to who Jesus i1s: He’s the Son of God. That is loud and clear,
aside from any questions about the means of communicating it here. This is
his identity — both publicly, and personally. Jesus didn’t need to find his
identity, or craft his identity...it didn’t come about because of his career; he
doesn’t earn it. Rather, he received it from his Heavenly Father; it is revealed
to him. His identity is rooted in his relationship with God the Father, and is
foundational to everything Jesus does and says for the rest of his life on
earth. We’ll come back to this more, later, but let’s continue reading, turning
now to Luke 4:1-15. We’ll read the whole thing in one section....

So, there are three temptations from the devil, as you heard. We aren’t going
to get into the nuances of each one today as we’ve done before when we’ve
looked at this here or in Matthew’s gospel where he also gives us this level
of detail. But, as we look at it through the lens of Jesus’ identity, what we see
is that Jesus is being tested in regards to this identity.

With the first and third temptations, Satan starts with, “If you are the son of
God...” So, it’s a blatant and obvious challenge to this revealed identity. The
second of the three temptations is a promise for authority and splendor, “...if
you worship me...” It doesn’t directly call into question Jesus’ given
identity. But it does strike at the heart of what it means for Jesus to live out
his identity as the Son of God. To be God’s one and only Son means for
Jesus to be obedient, to trust his heavenly father, and to be loyal to his
heavenly father alone. So, this temptation still is trying to drive a wedge
between Jesus and his heavenly father...to tempt him to live in a way that
goes against what it means for him to be the Son of God. And so all three are
designed to test Jesus and his Heavenly Father-given identity, and tempt him
to instead create his identity in earthly power, glory, and self-service.

So, Jesus’ identity is revealed, then it is tested, and in the last couple verses
of today’s reading we see that his identity is then lived. Actually, the whole
rest of Luke’s gospel i1s about Jesus living out his identity. But we get a brief
synopsis of the rest of the gospel when Luke writes, “Jesus returned to
Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through
the whole countryside. He was teaching in their synagogues, and
everyone praised him” (Luke 4:14-15).



So, we get a big picture introduction of Jesus’ ministry here, with a focus on
his teaching, and the result of that teaching — the news about him spread, and
everyone praised him. Next week we’ll begin to see more about this and get
a little more detail about this. But the key 1s in verse 14 where Luke tells us
“Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit...”

You see, Jesus’ mission, his life, flows out of his identity as the Son of
God, as the Spirit leads and empowers him. His mission is to proclaim and
lead people into the Kingdom of God. He does this through teaching, through
conversations, healings, other miracles, and of course ultimately through his
death and resurrection. And it’s all centered in his identity as the Son of God.
And the Spirit of God, the Holy Spirit, is what gives him the power in his
ministry. [t’s not about his efforts, but about being faithful to his heavenly
father, trusting him, and the Spirit moving powerfully through him.

And so: We see that Jesus’ identity doesn’t just shape who he is, but it
drives what he does. Because he 1s the Son of God, because that is the core
of his identity, he stays true to the calling on his earthly life. He stays
focused on the mission. The other identities people try to put on him, such as
rabbi (teacher), or healer, or miracle worker, fishing guide (“throw your nets
on the other side of the boat”), fast-food provider (several miracle meals),
and so forth...They are subservient to his foundational identity and are
means to accomplishing his mission. His mission is driven by his identity as
the Son of God. So, his identity is revealed, it is tested, and then his identity
is lived out: it’s the driving force for everything he does.

Now, it’s all well and good for Jesus to find his identity as the Son of God.
But what does this mean for you and me? Because: we aren’t Jesus.
(Someone better say, “Amen!”) And as I said at the start: we’ve all got
different identities that we would claim. But for the Christian, those other
identities are all subservient to our identity as a disciple of Jesus. Our
foundational identity is found in Jesus. There are a ton of verses in the New
Testament that speak to this, and shed light on what it means to have our
identity rooted in Jesus. For instance, some speak to being adopted as
sons/daughters of God:



e John 1:12 — “To all who did receive him... he gave the right to
become children of God.”

e Romans 8:14 — “Those who are led by the Spirit are children of
God.””

o Galatians 4:4—7 — Tells us that through Christ we are adopted as sons
and daughters and heirs.

Other verses speak to the fact that we are “in Christ” and “united” with him:
e 2 Corinthians 5:17 — “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.”
e Ephesians 1:3—14 — Tells us that our identity is “in Christ”: chosen,
redeemed, sealed with the Spirit.
e (Colossians 3:1-4 — Reminds us that our life is hidden with Christ in
God.

Other verses speak to being “set apart for God”:
e 1 Peter 2:9-10 — “You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, a people for his own possession.”
e 1 Corinthians 1:2 — Believers are “sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to
be his holy people...”
e 2 Corinthians 5:21 — We become the righteousness of God in Christ.

Still others speak to our true citizenship and belonging:
e Philippians 3:20 — “QOur citizenship is in heaven.”
e Ephesians 2:19 — “You are no longer strangers and aliens, but fellow
citizens with the saints and members of the household of God.”
And on it goes. But in all of these, our identity as part of God’s family is
found through faith in Jesus, His son. All of them are expressing our
identity as centered on Jesus — of knowing, trusting, and following him.

So, here are some application points for us. First, your identity is given to
you by God through faith in Jesus Christ: you are a child of God,
adopted into God’s family. Yes, all people are created in God’s image. But
that’s here in the physical. Faith in Jesus gives us an eternal identity as a part
of our eternal Heavenly Father’s family. The world will tell you to make and
craft and create your own identity. Scripture tells us that if we confess and
repent of our sin, and confess Jesus as Lord and Savior, that we are given our



identity through faith in Jesus. It’s our response to what God has done in
Jesus that opens the door to receiving this identity as part of God’s family.

Second, that identity will be tested. Just as Jesus was tested in the
wilderness, our identity will be tested as well. The stuff of the world is going
to tempt you to put your primary identity in them — sports, politics, sex,
entertainment, your career, or whatever. Notice: many aren’t necessarily bad
things; that’s part of what makes them so attractive. Some identities we need
God’s healing and transformative work in, however, and we want to shed
them: liar, thief, adulterer, addict, and so forth. But even the identities that
aren’t rooted in sin, the problem is: they aren’t worthy of being our primary
identity. When we elevate them to that status, then there’s a sin problem.
And at a very basic level, the fact is, those identities and the things they’re
associated with didn’t create you, they can’t save you, and they don’t last. In
fact, any of those other identities can be taken away — you can lose your: job,
relationships, health, talents, and so forth. Any of them can be taken away at
a moment’s notice. The only identity that lasts is the one that our eternal
Heavenly Father gives you through Jesus: Child of God. But that identity
will be tested. Other identities will seek to supplant it; people will question it
and seek to plant seeds of doubt just as happened to Jesus in the desert.

Third, like Jesus, we want to then live out our identity on mission for
Jesus. Jesus makes it clear, as we’ll see in the coming weeks, that following
him means to be on mission with and for him. The way we put it here at Rose
Hill i1s we want to lead people toward Jesus where we live, work, and play. In
each of those spheres of life, we have other identities by which people know
us. But they are all subservient to our primary one as Jesus sends us and we
seek to lead people toward Jesus in those places. For me, as a son, father,
dad, Husky, musician, athlete...the “pastor” identity is kind of obvious...but
all these secondary identities are opportunities for my primary identity to
shine through, to plant seeds of faith and lead people toward Jesus. This is
true for each of us. Whatever your identities are where you live, work, and
play, they are also opportunities to live out your primary identity as a disciple
of Jesus, living on mission for him.



I want to share a story from Bruce Larson (not to be confused with Gary
Larson, the creator of “The Far Side” comic strip), a former pastor, including
in Seattle in the 1980’s (he passed away in 2008). In his commentary, he
writes, “One of the most poignant stories in my own past is the story of my
mother...Her mother died when she was born; her father remarried and
produced eleven more children with his second wife. She was the only
stepchild. By her own admission, she was a very stubborn girl who made life
difficult for her stepmother. And so she was sent off, against her will, to an
unknown relative in America...at [age] fourteen.

When she left Sweden her father gave her a Bible, one she treasured always
and which I now have, and in it he wrote these two verses. The first is 3 John
4: “I have no greater joy than to know that my children walk in the truth.”
The other is from the Gospel of John, “And Jesus said, ‘I am the way, the
truth, and the life’” (14:6). I can only imagine what was in my grandfather’s
heart as, under pressure from his new wife, he sent his first-born away,
suspecting rightly never to see her again. I am sure he wanted to give her
something tangible to help her know who she was—a child of God.”!

You too, are a child of God through faith in Jesus. Regardless of your life
situation — perhaps painful like hers or successful according to the world’s
definitions — either way, you too, are a child of God through Jesus. Some of
us just need to know that today, perhaps to receive that God-given identity
for the first time; others of us need to be reminded of it...maybe to let it be
back in its rightful place where it supersedes the other identities, so it would
drive us to truly live on mission for Jesus.

So, keep turning to Jesus for your identity. Be rooted in him through regular
Bible reading, prayer, and Sunday worship, so your God-given identity as his
child will remain front and center, even as it’s tested. Let that identity in
Christ be your foundation for everything you do. Let it drive you, so that
you’d be on mission with and for Jesus each and every day and in all spheres
of life. Let’s pray...Amen.

! Bruce Larson, “The Preacher’s Commentary: Luke”, p. 78, on Luke 3:21-28.



